43 7 
— RES 
* 


1* 
| | os 
1 


| Finely ny ee an e "10 


K 0 . : pe” * 'Y 
Dar 10 1-4 
„ 
„3 T 
* . "7 "8 
U £ I * - — ' 
0 ” I "1 : 
/ Y 
1 4 * : 
. 7 4 3 
| i 
p be: - 
4 3 
. * 
F : 0 
Ig | 


Preachd a at t St. MART | 


_ . * 8 * 4 
X | \ | 


EFORE THE © 1 


UNIVERSITY 1 


OR OR D. 


Upm ACT-SUNDAY | 
Joly IX. 7x0. - En © 


57 THOMAS E D. D. of Univerſiy| mM 0 
| College, and Rector of Chedzoy i in n Somerſelſbire. 


Publiſh d at the Requeſt of Mr. Vice- Chancellor = + 


| x FORD. Printed at the Tus A Te nfor Auth. Peiſey; | 
and are to be ſold by Jam.Knapton, Hen. Clements, and Wy 
. n Bookſellers in LON DO 1 1190. EA 


Unprimatur. 
0 UIL. LANCASTER 


Vice Can. Oxon. 


Jul. 10, 17 10. 


; 
— ' 
% Thy oo I 
EEE 7 F ppg = | 
, 4 +9 ; " 
LETS , — SY" 7 {; | 
» 18 8 7 
1 2111 
8 ef, 


G E \ | Us! M O = W = 

nn Preach'd before the e EL 
_ Univerſity of OXFORD 
Upon AcT-SUNDayY, Sc. 


— 


9 ; - 3 | \ . 
I thought to promote thee unto great Honour; but | 


| bo, the Lord hath kept thee back from FHlonour. 
HESE words are the paſſionate and angry Reſent- | 
ment of Za/ak Xing of Moab, againſt Balaam the | 
Sorcerer, for not curling the Perſons and blaſting |} 
the De/izns of the Chilaren of Hracl. For this People com- | 
ing up in a numerous Body from AÆgypt, to take 5 — 
of the Promis Land, and to be inveſted with the rights 
and inheritance of their Forefathers, made a very formidable 
hieure in the Plains of Moab, and ſtruck a terror and con- Nl. e. 23. 
fulion into all the Neighbouring Countries. Balak and his 3 
Subjects were ſtrangely ſurpriz d at the Greatneſs of their 
Numbers and the Extravagancy of their Demands , and 
fore afraid, left they ſhould lick up all that was round about v. 4. 
them, as the Ox licketh up the graſs of the field. For ſuch / 
a potent and numerous Enemy , conducted from a foreign 
Country by a conſtant ſeries of Miracles, ſeem'd to be pick'd 
out for ſome great Deſign, and to be employ d as the Inſtru- 
ments of Providence, to chaſtiſe the Rebellion of the other 
2 Az2 Nations. 


| A Sermon proach before | 
Nations. This made the Afoabites apprehenſive of thei 
own Danger, and fearful where the Storm would diſchary, 
it ſelf, The Judgement was very viſible and apparent, ang 
the Sword of Juſtice hung threatning over their Heads: T 
Sons and Daughters expected to be carry d into a foreign 
Cagtingy, and De ſolation and F amine ere juſt approach. 
ng flor native unt. „ : 

r ſuch. e con” and dilal Proſpect of Thing 
King Ha/ak took all politick meaſures of ſecuring his Perſoy, 
and defending his, Dominions.: and, foraſmuch as he found 
himſelf inferior to the Enemy, and unable to diſpute the 
pointfairly with them in the Field; he had recqurſe to in- 
direct Practices, ahd-endeavour'd to ſupply by Stratagen 
What was wanting in Srrengtb, and by the Arts of Magic 
and Sorcery to vanquiſh She, whom Chariots and Armies 
could make no impreſſion upon. 

Bulaam, the Son of Bror, was the Perſon pitch'd upon for 
this notable piece of Service; and the Depth of his Learn, 
and the Reputation of his Sauctity, gave freſh, Life to the 

Expettation of the Moabites, and bubyd them op with the 
hopes of Suoceſs in the Undertakirig, But he, being over- 
rul d by the Spirit of Propheſy, and receiving Counter-orders 
from 1he true God, was unable to find any Enchantment 
againſt Jacob, or Drumation ag ainſt 7ſrae]; and ſo was ob- 
g d to alter the Meaſures of his Proceedings, and to turn 
the deſir d Curſe into a e g g. ZAC e ee 
This ſo highly provok d the Diſpleaſure, and rais d the In- 
. dignation of the King, that he baniſh'd the Euchanrer from 
his Preſence, and with a ſeeming Air of Pride and Contempt 
told him what Honours and Preferments his Plain- dealing 
and Sincerity had depriv d him of. I thought to promute 
thee anto great Honour; but ls, the Lord bath kept thee batk 


Theſe words ſeem to be founded upon that common no- 
bp fo ſome great Men have, that they who miuiſter in 


holy things, are ty d up to no other Rules but thoſe of thar 
Intereſt; that Religion is a Craft, and Conſcience a Jeſt; 
that Prayers are au idle Amuſement, and the Power of hr 
Fey's entirely at che Service of the MWinet 2 0 


1 
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I ſhall therefore beg your Leave to let Balaam repreſent 
that Order of Men, which the King thought him no incon- 


load his Memory with too much Infamy and Diſgrace, nor 
fink his Character below the Opinion which the Court had 
of it. For tho he was miiguided in the Object of his Wor- 
ſhip, and took wrong Meaſures in his Applications to the 
ing I beiry; yet his ice was eſteem d facred by the Heathens 
ſon, and his Reputation was great in his Country; his Perſon 
ind vas rever d by All, and his preſent Conduct was to be par- 
the Nucularly applauded by th, who were under the ſame un- 
in: briunate Miſtakes with himſelf. How. juſtly ſoever the 
en ¶ Worſhipers of the true God may blame the Superſtition 
of the Sorcerer, and reflect upon the Madneſs f the Pro- 
ret ; yet Bala being under the Prepoſſeſſions of a falſe 
Region , and the Guidance of an erroneous, Conſcience , 
could not but have a great Veneration both for the Art 
and Perſon of Balaam. 

Upon this Suppoſition therefore, (namely the Opinion 
of Halaam s being a Prophet, and the Reſpect which was 
thought due to his Funcriun,) I ſhall treat of that rough 
and haughty Anſwer, which Balab gave him for not cam ſing 
hs Enemies. I Zhomght to promote thee unto great Honour; 

but Jo, the Lord hath kept thee back from Honour. | 

n W Theſe Words, (as appears by the Circumſtances of the 
bre.going Story, and the Remarks I have made upon the 
context, ). do. repreſent to us that extravagant Notion ot 
1 W/ower, which Balak, as a King, thought himſelf inveſted 
t Nich, to command the Service of Balaam, (whom he re- 


ſpected as a true Prophet,) to do a thing illegal in it ſelf 
and inconſiſlent with his Office, upon a Proipe& of that 
Honour and Preferment, which he was in a Capacity to 
oblige him with - IL th 5553 
This remarkable Tranſaction between the Aing and the 
Prophet, will furniſh me with theſe following Obſervations, 
for the Subject of my enſuing Diſcourſe. ; A 


FIRST, That the generality of Superrars, by a Stretch 
of their Authority, are willing to demand illegal and un- 
warrantable things of Zcck/iaſtical Perſons. S E- 


ſderable Member of, and that you woyld..not,at preſent 
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--- SECONDLY, That the Method and Artifce by 
which they think to prevail over mercenary Men, 
i the ſpecious Offer of Preferment and Honour. 


- THI RDLY That the common way to worldly 
Grandeur is to ſtudy the Tempers, and conform to 
the Pyincipies of thoſe, who are in a condition to 
o 
FOURTHLY, That Plain dealing is the uſual Bar 
and Impediment to a Good Man's Advancement. 
'FIFTHLY, That it is ſtill the Duty of a Good Ma, 
-. notwithſtanding the Allurements and Temptations of 


cis World, to act agrecably to his Conſcience and the 
> Laws of: his Gt. | 


 $SIXTHLY, That a Perſon, who acts thus impartially | 


between the Commands of his Prince and the Dictates 
olf his Conſcience, ſhall find infinite Comfort and Satis- 
faction, altho he miſſes thoſe Advantages, which Flat- 
_ + © terers and Temporizers may gain at the preſent. 


FIRST, The firſt thing obſervable is, that Superior, 
by a Stretch of their Authority, are willing to demand illegal 
and unwarrantable things of ccigſiaſtical Perſons. 
Notwithſtanding ew a common Rule and Standard 
of our Actions, and the Boundaries of Good and Evil are 
ſufficiently fix d and determin d; yet Great Men, that are 
given up to Luſt, and Slaves to Ambition, are for removing 
the Fences at pleaſure, and eftabliſhing Iniquity by a Lau. 
Their Stations make them Head-ſ{trong and Allamin , Poſi- 
tive and Imperious; and the not well- underſtanding the 
Limits of their Power, puts them upon a wrong Ule and 
> an pr of it. Hence tis that they grow fond of them- 
ſelves, and diſreſpectful to others; look upward with Envy, 
and downward with Diſdain; are too Big to be controul'd, 
amd two Wiſe to err. They think Good and Evil 7 ar- 
„ . e i itrary 
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jitcary things, and themſelves Perſons commiſſion'd to enact 
them at pleaſure. They are for a Latitude in Prin- 
ples, and a Zacentionſneſs in Practice; for Stretching the 
rerogative to the Prejudice of Conſcience, and for Curing 
the Knot which they can't handſomely anty. +} 
Now it is much to be fear'd, that the Eaſineſs and Com- 
ance of ſome, who ought to have more Courage and Fi- 
dlity in their Sacred Function, has given too great Encou- 
nagement to the exorbitant Demands of their Superiors. For 
do we ſhould grant an Absolute Power in the Prince, aua 
rear an Unconditional Obedience from the Subject; yet does 
it not follow that this Power. ſhould be transfer d from G- 
/ to matters purely Spiritual, or that this Obedience 
„ %% impoſe upon the Conſciences of Men, or evacuate 
t che Commands of God. Hr this would be to blend and 
e confound two diſtin& and independent Juriſdictions, and 
ſhamefully to depreſs our God, that we might exalt his 
Vice. gerent: It would be to ſtretch the Prerogative, and 
confine the a, ma ; to ſtrip the Church, and enrich the 
Kale; to be ſtingy to the After, and too liberal to the 
un; to be Paſſive to a Fault, and even Loyal to a Sin: 
In ſhort, it would be to flatter Princes with a Power, which 
God never entruſted them with; to complement away the 
Liberty which Chriſt has given to his Church, and to per- 
ſvade our Eccleſiaſtical Governors to ſtand for Ciphers in 
| WW their own Courts of udicature. An Exceſs this way has 
vithout doubt blown up the Vanity of Princes, and ſome- 
I MN times prevail'd with the Subject, to be not only Paſſive in 
his Obedience, but 4Five in his Compliance to their unjuſt 


» * an ——< 


Commands; the former of which will never ceaſe to be an 
indiſpenſable Duty, and the latter will always continue a 
damnable Sin. 9 50 . 
The Sum and Subſtance then of what has been ſaid, 
amounts to no more than this; that a falſe Notion of Power 
1 Sapertors, back d with a tame and ſervile temper in De- 
bendents and Inferiors, and a ſtretch of Conſcience in mat- 
es that are not diſpenſable with by the Laws of God, has 
nade Princes aſpiring in their Humours, and unreaſonable 
In cheir Demands; perſw-aded them to think too highly of 
| 5 | chemſelves 
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_ themſelves and too contemptibly of others, and by the ſale 
Dint of their Authority, to put a Stamp upon Truth it ſelf 
and force any Doctrine to paſs for Current and Ortho. 

- SECONDLY, The next Obſervation from the Text 
is, that the Method and Artifice, by which Great Men think 


to prevail over mercenary Souls, is the ſpecious Offer of 
Preferment and Honour. 5 


Nou the Truth of this Obſervation will a Pear from thele 


_ three following Conſiderations. 


Firſt, The Prevalency of the Offer it ſel © 
Secondly, The Agreeableneſs of it to humane Nature, 
Thirdly, The Condition of the Perſon that offers it, 


Firſt, The Offers of Honour and Preferment are very 
tewpting and prevalent in themſelves. The Height of a Su. 
tion is apt to amuſe the Eye, and overturn the Brain ; and 
the Kingdoms of this world, and the Glories thereof, are en. 
ſnaring Propoſals to * tempers. The Favour ofa 
Prince, and the Nod of a Courtier; the Greetings in the 
Marlets, and the Pre-eminence at an Entertainment; a 
Diſtinction of Quality, and the uppermoF? Seats in the Hus. 
gegues, have had a pernicious influence upon popular Spi. 
rits, and made haughty and ambitious perſons look with 
Diſdain and Contempt upon all below them. The Notion 
which Bala ſeems to have entertain'd of his Power, 
was to bribe the Conſcience , and buy the Curſes of the 
Prophet; and the ſame Principle runs thro? other Great 
Men, and puts a fatal biaſs upon their Creatures and De- 
pendents. Courteſie in Superiors has effected ſtrange things 
in ſome complaiſant Gentlemen, and Bribes have been more 
potent and ſucceſsful than Armies. A ſeaſonable Gift has 
oftentimes ſtop d the Mouth of a terrible Adverſary, and 
_ Goodly Preferment brought down the Stanchneſs of an Or. 
thodox Divine. Honour is apt to dazle our Eyes, and miſ- 
| ow our Steps; to clear up our Underſtandings, and melt 
own our Conſciences; to infuſe Light into the Heart, and 
Vigour into the Hand: to pervert he 
Actions; 


Will, and biais out 
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fige upon the old faſhion'd Doctrines of our Anceſtors : 
In one word, it is apt to blunt our Satyr, and diſarm our 
Fury ; to overbear our-Arguments, and filence our Tongues; 
to open another Scheme of Chriſtian Duties, and give a neu, 
but ſurpriſing Turn to the Brain of a Caſuif?7. How ſtrange- 
ly have ſome Men been enlighten d! how wonderfully 
have they grows Hiſer! how ſuddenly have they dif: 
carded their old Principles! how ſhamefully ſhoke hands 


with their deareſt Friends! And what is moſt of all ſur- 
prizing, their Converſion has been in an inſtant, and their 
former Scruples have vaniſh'd in a moment, and what was 


delign'd to harden them in their Zrrors, has been the hap- 
Inſtrument of their Conviction. | | 
But notwithſtanding all theſe ſpecious Pretences and De- 


ſigns, theſe Flouriſhes and Salvoes of a temporizing Con- 
ſcience ; the World will be ſo 1ll-natur'd, as to miſcall their 


Zeal, and queſtion their Reformation ; to ſee thro the Masks 
and Diſguiſes of Deſigning Men, and diſcover the ſecret 


hand behind the Curtain, which ſo plauſibly turns round | 


the Machines, ſo artificially changes the Scenes. But 

Secondly, This Offer of Preferment was mofe likely to 
ſucceed, a it was agreeable to the ambitious Deſires 
of humane Nature. And here no body can deny, but 


that Balak's Politicks were regular, and the Scheme well 
lad ; the Bait was plauſible and inviting, and the Prophet 
attack d on the right ſide. And tho' the Event did not an- 
[wer Expectation, it was more owing to the Interpolition - 


of Providence, and the Awe of a Superior Power, . than to 
the Courage and Inclination of Balaam. For if corrupted 
Nature had been left to her own Choice and Conduct, what 


mortal could have kept his ground? What Man could 

have been ſo brave and hardy, as to cope with the united 
orce of Honour and Intereſt > The Conqueſt in this caſe = 

Was like to prove eaſy and delightful, and the Charms of 


Gold to be an Over-match for the Powers of Magick. 


There is a great Degree of Pride and Ambition, which - 


5 planted at the very Root of our Nature, and diſco- 
ers it felf in the moſt conſiderable Actions of our Life. 1 
1 W ove 


Actions; to rectify the Notions of Good and Evil, and re- 
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Love of our Selves is generally at the Bottom of our Proj 
and the Proſpect of Themes gives Life and Spirit to the moſt 
hazardous Undertakings: It cancels all former Friendſhi 
and ſuperſedes Obligations; it deſpiſes Danger, and bear 
down Oppoſition ; breaks thro the Ties of Nature, and 
oyer- turns the Principles of Religion and Conſcience. But 
' Thirdly, Honour and Preferment may ſeem more temp. 
ing and valuable upon the account of the Perſon that con. 
fers them. The Ear of a Prince is an uncommon Favour and 
an Audience at Court is not eaſily obtain'd. There ar 
a great many Difficulties that obſtruct the Paſſage, and ti 
ulſual to paſs thro' abundance of tedious Formalit ies and lin. 
gring Application to make our Aaareſſes, or preſent a Pl. 
tion. Majeſty is not to be approach d at all times, nor State 
and Grandeur laid aſide to pleaſe the Humour of every Sub. 
ject. Favourites perhaps may be heard, and fawning Pa. 
raſites careſs d and rewarded, but Men of Uprightnels and 
Integrity are to be kept at a Diſtance, and Perſons that bear 
no Character mult not expect to appear before Kings. 
Since therefore, the Acceſs to Superiors is ſo difficult, 
and their Favours are ſo rare and uncommon ; it is no 
wonder that the Worth of them is magnify'd, and the V+ 
lue augmented to an extravagant rate. For it is not always 
ſo much the Greatneſs of the Gift, as the Quality of the 
Perſon that gives it, which makes it acceptable to the Re. 
ceiver. A Royal Favour is the more to be eſteem' d, becauſe 
it is ſought for with Toil, and obtain d with Difficulty. 
Were the Purchaſe cheap, the Benefit might be negledted, 
and the Commonneſs of the Blelling take off from the real 


Value of it; but ſince it paſſes thro' ſo many Hands, and 


confer'd from ſuch an high Station, it riſes in proportion 

to the Greatneſs of him that gives it, and ſo is more pleaſing 

to the Ambition, and agreeable to the temper of him that 
receives it. But ; ee Eh 


THIRDLY, The common Way to worldly Grandeur 


is to ſtudy the Tempers and conform to the Principles of 


thoſe who are in a Condition to oblige you. If Halaam wil 
have Honour and Promotion, he muſt act as Balak 105 


& Mizve him, and carſe the /ſrachtes z or loſe the Bleſſing of 
lt e King. His Conſcience muſt be eaſy and complaiſant, = 
is, I plant and conformable, and all the Powers in Heaven muſtt 
an be engag d on his fide, whenever the Humour of his Prince 
and Mrcquires it. Thus Religion, ( tho? in it ſelf pure and ſpi- 
ut N mual, and like its Divine Author, Halle to no #arableneſs 
pt. N or ſbadow of Turning,) is oftentimes born off from it's na. 
on. re fimplicity, and wreſted and warp'd to ſecular Purpoſes. 


nden muſt be blended with Art, and diſguis d by Knavery; | 
ae be allay d with Superſtition, and counterfeited by Hypo- | 
tw cify: It muſt be moulded and temper'd to make it current | 
in-M and faſhionable, and turn'd into ten thouſand Shapes to ren - 
1. der it agreeable to different Palates, and Variety of Ages: 
ate It muſt: be glofs'd upon and interpreted at pleaſure ; be 
b oght the Language of Courts, and be made fublervient 
. to the Intereſt of Princes: the Rigours of it muſt be ſof- 
nden d, and the Penalties extenuated; the pretended Excreſ- 


ſences par d off, and the ſubſtantial Duties diflembled'; the 
rery Life of it ſtifled; and only the ſhadow preſerv'd. It 
'mult ſooth the Znibn/ia/,. and careſs the Debauchee; per- A 


20 vert the Learned, and excuſe the Ignorant; comfort the | 
+ ¶ DPruntard,, and indulge the Liberline: It muſt be Grimace | 
ys Wl to the Humoriſt, and Cruelty to the Zealot; Starchneſs tio 
ic WY the Hypucrite, and Craft to the Villain; All things to all | 
e. ven, and every thing in fact, but what it really is. 
ſe Thus is Religion taught to differ and vary, as much as 
dhe very Faces of it's Profeſſors; and the ſame Scheme of 
Frinciples can no more ſuit with every Age and Humour, 


J 
NY than the ſame Garment fit every individual Perſon in the 
World. It is no wonder then, that deſigning Men are ſo 
n apt to veer and tac about, and to proſtitute their Con- 
5 WY ſcience. upon every new turn of Government, if we con- 
c WY der the Principles of the Court they are dependent upon, 

and the Humours of thoſe great Perſons they have Exper. 

© Hation from. Tho Maaman may proclaim the Greatneſs 
of his Cure, and magnify the Power of that God who 
F cctected it, yet he can't tell how to be a Worſhiper of him, _ - 
Jules he have a Diſpenſation for Zowing in the Houſe of + xiggs | 
LY Emo: For his Character at ** muſt be kept * 1. 16. 
. 99 2 5 | oſt | 
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* 


Poſt in the Government ſecur'd; his Devotions. are to be 


crampt by a Place, and his Gratitude ſtifled by a ſtingy Re. 
ſerve for his Master: And in this thing it 1s to be hopd, 
that the Lord will pardon his Servant, and not urge hi 
Duty to the Prejudice of his Intereſt; it is to be hop the 
God of 7ſrael will make ſome allowances for Reaſons of State, 
and the Good of the Public, and not too rigidly inſiſt up- 
on the Converſion of a Gurtier, or the Piety of a Sudier. 
Neither was this Naamanꝰ particular caſe only, but every 
Age has produc'd Inſtances of ſome Men , that would 
willingly ſerve their own Turns by their Pretenſions to Cad. 
lineſs, and every Reign has furniſh'd out ſome Doctrines, 
which the Slaves to a Court, and the Seekers after Prefer. 
ment, have greedily ſuck'd in, and zealouſly propagated. 
How often has Zaw and Divinity been canvaſs d, the Ha. 
tutes and the Bible been ranſack d, to give proof and credit 
to a Doubtful Title? How often have the Heads of Divines, 
and the Pens of Criticks been employ'd, to ſtrike out ſome 
new and arvellbus light, from the intricate and myſterious 
Viſions of Ezekiel, and to ſooth the Ambition, and juſtify the 
Undertakings of Princes, by an odd and ridiculous Comment 
At other times all the Diſtinctions of the Schools mult be 
lifted, to pick out Reſerves, and Saluoes for a temporizing 


Conſcience; and the Pretenſions of Rulers muſt be pro- 


nounc'd Juſt and Honourable, both by the Laws of God 
and Man, whenever their Humour, or Ambition leads them 


to enlarge their Dominions, and encroach upon the Rights 


of their innocent Neighbours. 3 K 8 
Thus when Ahab and Jeboſaphat revivd an old Clam 


to Ranuth Gilead, and combin'd to enter upon it by force of 


| 22.12, 


Arms, all. the falſe Propbets declar'd that hey ſhould go up 
 ggainſt it, and proſper; for God would certainly deliver that 


important Place into their hands. This was a Comfortable 
Determination of a weighty Caſe, and theſe were Caſuilts 
fit to be conſulted by ambitious Princes: And accordingly 


their Words were immediately receiy'd as the Oracles of 


God, and their Perſons had in the higheſt Eſteem and Ve 
b nent Ae 


e 


ed I? = 


— w i> fa.  OQ 888 5 8 


my 


© vH% te OO oo to 


the Univerſiy of Oxford, Sc. 


a When Korah and his Company pleaded for the Holineſs Numb. 
the Congregation, and encourag'd a Mutiny againſt Moſes 
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and Auron, they were preſently careſs'd as Patriots of the | 


people, and repreſented as Men ſerviceable in their Genera- 
tion, and of the greateſt Character and Renown in their 
Country. Rebellion (it ſeems) had ſanctify d their Perſons, 


and their Pretenſions muſt of Neceſlity be lawful, becauſe- 


they ſtruck in with a Faction, and were countenanc'd by the 
Populace. TREE Sri ht 1 
Sin hence we may gather, that it is not always Right 


but Humour, not Religion but 7zteref?, that places a Man 


at the Head of a Party, and gives him a Character in this 
World. He that ſuits his Diſcourſe to the Times, and pro- 
pheſies ſmooth things ; that dawbs with untemper d Mortar, 
and calls Good Evil, and Evil Good, ſhall certainly have the 


Applauſes of a corrupt and vicious Age; but he that has 


regard only to the Rules of Truth, and does not nicely 
iflinguiſh the Perſons of Men, ſhall meet with abundance 
of Coldneſs and Indifferency. For it 1s obſervable that every 


Age has its peculiar and darling Doctrines, and cant endure 


the touching of ſome tender Points, which are contrary to 
the approv d Maxims of Government and Policy, 


At thy Fathers, and they will ſhew thee; enquire of the Heut. za. 7. 


Elders, and they will tell thee, to what an inſupportable 
Height the Juriſdiction of St. Peter was advanc'd, and how 
Crowns and Scepters were laid at the Feet of his haughty 
Succeflors; and then preſently, upon a little Diſguſt, the 
Supremacy was transfer d to the Ang, and all the Paſlages 


to Preferment ſtop d, unleſs you ador'd his Majeſty, and vi- 


lid his Holine ſs. „ > 8 Te Spe 
In ſucceeding Ages the Prerogative was ſcru'd up to the 


ligheſt Degree, and a Jus Drommum pleaded in behalf of 


Monarchy: and Abſolute Government; and after that, Li- 
berty and Property caſt the Ballance to the Republican ide, 


and the natural Right of Nee- born Subjects was a {pecious 


colour for Faction and Rebelhon. | 2 9 
 Paſſrve Obedience and Non-re/iftance have had their ſe- 
veral Riſes and Turns in the World; and then the Mur- 


G&ring of Rings, and the Binding of Nobles in links of Ir 2 
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the Pillaging of Eſtates, and the Baniſhment of the leg] 
Owners have been the Doctrines of our Saviour, and the Pri. 
vileges of his Saints. The Story of the Maccabees, like 


a two-edged Sword, has cut every way, and been pleaded 


for and againſt Ar ſiſtance; and the T hebæan Legion has been 
either 7 ruth or Fifton, as it has belt ſuited with the Humour 


of Princes, and the Intereſt of Mriters. 8 


Laſtly, Every One knows the Time, when Divine: 
have learnedly preſs d the Neceſſity of Charch-Communiq, 
and ſet off the Danger of Schiſim and Diſſention with a be 
coming Warmth and Zeal; and then the Tables have been 
turn'd on a ſudden, :and the fame Men have been all over 
Peace and Love, Gentleneſs and Forbearance : Moderating 
has been in their Mouths,and Zakewarmneſs in their Hearts; 
Latitude in their Principles, and Zudfference in their Practiſe. 


All theſe Inſtances make it undeniably appear, what Va- 


riety of Doctrines have been in Vogue in this Nation, and 
what Shifting and Turning there has been in the ſeveril 
Parts of Religion. It is not my Buſineſs to determine, 
which Point, upon a juſt State of the Queſtion, may be right; 


but only to remark to you, that all theſe Doctrines have 
had their Riſe and Fall according to the Humours and In. 


clinations of Men in Authority, and the way to worldly 
Advancement has been to ſwim with the Stream, and ſtrile 
in with the faſhionable Principles of the Times: ſo that 


the Chum, not the Bible, has given Inſtructions to the Pro- 


pliet, and the Will of the Prince, not the Law of God, has 
been the Rule ofthe Subjects Obedience. Bus | 


; F 0 URT H 15 V. As Flattery and Trimming have been the 
firſt ſteps to Preferment; ſo Plain dealing and Sincerity have 


been the uſual Bar and impediment againſt it. The chief res. 


ſon why Merit is ſo ſeldom digwify'd and diſtinguiſb d, and 
wen of Goodneſsand Piety are fo often neglected, is, becauſe 
a licentious Age can't. bear the Soundreſs of their Doctrine 


and the Freedom of their Reproots, Eg no Ay I0 15 
If St 7obn the Baprift will urge the Unlawfulneſs of H. 


rad s Marriage, he ſhall fall under the diſpleaſure of a wan- 


br FZerodias, and in the end loſe both his Liberty and bi 
. | | 9 15 


the Umnverſityof Oxford, Sc, 1 13 
If St Paul will diſcourſe of Juſtice and Chaſtiiy before a 
kſcivious and Tyrannizing Felix, he {hall be diſmiſs'd from 
the Preſence of the Governour with a Frown, ande re · 
warded with Bonds and Impriſonment for his impudence and 
preſumption. 1, 4319: EFT LO 
When Zliſab reprov'd Abab for his Injuſtice and Barbarity | 
towards Naborh, and for ſelling himſelf to work, evil in the 1 Nui un; 


fgbt of rhe Lord; the Freedom of the diſcourſe was cenſur d, ** 


and the Man of God repreſented as an Enemy to the Govern- 
nent. Had he ſooth'd and flatter d Abab in his Vices, he 
ſhould always have had a ſhare of his Affections, and been 
reputed his very good Friend; but to accuſe him with Bold- 
neſs, and rebuke him with Authority, was too unmannerly 
Doctrine for a Curt, too plain and blunt a Truth to go 
down with a King. | 1 25 +6 a0 | 
The like misfortunes happen'd to Micaiab, when he des. c. 22. 
dard againſt the Expedition into Ramoth-gilead, and re- 
preſented all Iſrael ſcatter d upon the Hills, as ſheep auant- v. 17. 
mp a ſhepherd. For his Prophecy was rejected, and his Per- 
ſm ignominiouſly treated for telling the Truth: Abab poſitive· v. 8. 
ly declar d he hated him, becauſe he did not propheſy Good 
concerning him, but Zuil, and as a Reward for his Sauct- 
nels, commanded him to be pt in Priſon, and fed with": “. 
tread of Afflicrion, and water of Afflickion, till he return d 
1 Peace, Fetters and Stripes, perhaps, might bring the Man 
o God to a better mind, and oblige him to preach a more 
courtly and ſeaſonable Doctrine. For Truth is of too plain 
and homely an aſpect to be ſeen at all times, and thoſe that 
would dwell in Kings Houſes, mult be diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Hnootbneſs of their Speech, as well as the Sofzneſs of their 
laiment. Some Perſons are too big for Reproof, and too 
wile for Inſtruction ; and when Vice has once got the Sway _ 
and Aſcendant of ſuch minds, it grows head-{trong and aſ- 
luming, rebellious and untractable, and diſcharges. its Fury 
upon thoſe, who oppoſe the Torrent, and are for ſtoping 
the growth of Infidelity. If the Preachers of Righteouſneſs 
vill be faithful Monitors, and ſpeak” Truth boldly, there 
vill never be wanting bbs to hate their Perſons; and 
balaks to diſhonour their Function: Their Plain dealing 


Will 
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Nunb, 22. 2 Superior power, that if the King would give him his Houſe 


un preach d lefire © 
will diſguſt their Rulers, and their Principles put a ſtop to 
their Preferment ; and %, be Lord hath kept them back from 


wks. wwS wwoepb yaw 


FIFTHLY, Notwithſtanding the allurements and 
tations of this world, it is {till the duty of a good Man 

to act agreeably to his Conſcience and the Laws of his God, 
And here Balaam is ſo far a pattern for our Actions, as he 
did not embrace the unreaſonable propoſals, and comply 
with the unjuſt demands of Balał. He boldly own'd himlclf 

2 Servant to another MaFter, and ſo much at the diſpoſal of 


full of ſilver and gold, he could not go bejond the word if 
the Lord his God, to do leſs or more. The Anſwer was ge. 
nerous, and the Reſolution brave; the Principle was rightly 
form'd, and the Example may be inſtructive to Poſteriy, 
For every one that acts by a Commiſſion from God, as B. 
laam pretended to do, and is calld in to give his advice in 
things pertaining to his Function, muſt either diſhonour 
his great Maſter and forfeit his own Character, or be parti 
cularly remarkable for theſe following Virtues 


Firſt , ſuch an Uprightneſs and Sincerity of Mind, a 
will ſecure him from any mean compliance with the De-. 
mands, or any fulſom flattery to the Perſons of thoſe, 
ho have the rule over him. ; 5 
Secondly, For ſuch Care and Induſtry in all the cor- 
ceerns of that great Maſter, whoſe he is, and whom bt 
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ſerves, as may prove him to be a true Ambaſſador if 0 
Cbriſt, and a faithful Steward of the MyFeries of d _ 


Thiraly, For ſuch Courage and Reſolution in enforcing 
the precepts of Chriſtianity, and exacting Obedi-· I fre 

ence from all orders and degrees of men, as ſhew him to I the 
have no other aim in view, than the Honour of hit 
God, and the Salvation of his Brethren. 


He chat is endued with theſe Qualifications, and faithful 
ly diſcharges his Office in all theſe reſpects, is the very I. 
verſe of that fawning and temporizing Sycophant, w a 
| T Rs Je 


have To fully deſcrib'd in the foregoing diſcourſe : aH! 3 


0 pave no farther occaſion to enlarge upon this Subject, or to 
make any other uſe of the three laſt Obſervations, than to 
ſum up the Character of a good Man in a word or two. 
We may fee then that he is a Man of Conſcience, and not of 
nd Intereſt; free from Oeſgn, and unaccuitom'd ro Hartery; 
n fteady in his Principles, and regular in his Praiſe ; devour 
w in his Life, and uniform in his Arions. Tho he is a Stick- 
> ler for Government, and an Example of Obedience, he is no 
if Friend to the Cabals, or Patron of the injuſtice of his Go- 
* vernors. He neither robs his God to enrich his Sovereign, 
* or depreſſes his Sovereign to exalt his Subjects. He has no v 
je notion of the Sate in prejudice to the Church, nor owes 
0 any Secret Service to his Prince contrary to his publick En- > 


gagements and Obligations to his Go, The Rule of his life is 
ſteady and unerring, and hs Conſcience void of offence towards 
God and towards Man. His Pen is not mercenary, nor his 
Lips perfidious ; his Head wavering, nor his Heart deceit- 
of He never wreſts the Scripture from it's genuine Senſe, 
nor perverts the Text to his private Intereſt : He makes no 
falſe comments pon St Paul for the ſake of a Party, nor 
conceals any neceſſary truth in complement to his Superiors. 
He has Courage to fend what was his Duty to aſſert, and 
e. Zeal to practiſe what was his Principle to preach. He is not 4 
le, io be carry d away with Shadows, or amus d with Creatneſſ; 
not to be won by a Smile, or terrify'd by a Frown; not to 
be moy d with fair Words, or bought off by real Preferments. 
„ Since then the Character of this good Man is fo 3 
„nd delightful, and the Virtues which compoſe it ſo rare 
„nnd uncommon ; ſince the Temptations to Vice are ſo pre- 
MI valent, and the propoſals of Honour and Preferment ſo en- 
ing gaging; ſince Men of our Profeſſion are generally attack d 
. from this quarter, and the Tricks of State are carry'd on by 
11% the Servile Compliances of Church-men ; it will not be im- 
hi proper at the clole of this. Diſcourſe to fortify our minds a- 
gainſt thoſe Baits and Snares that are generally laid in our 
tal ay, and to encourage one another in -4ve/l-dorng from 2 
. Proſpect of that Accumpence of reward, which a conſcienti- 
n 1 eus diſcharge of our Duty will intitle us to. For by this 
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means we ſhall convince our Superiors that we look higher 


than the petty and trifling conſiderations of this world, ang 


are not ſo mercenary in our Tempers, and looſe in our 
Principles, as they may fancy us to be. We ſhall declare to all 
mankind, that we don't ſtudy to be great at the expence of 
a good Conſcience, or uſe any indirect means to gain higher 


and more honourable Stations than our Neighbours; but that 


we endeavour to promote the common intereſt of the Church 
and State, and to vindicate the Honour of the Prieſthood, 
and inſtead of being broken into Parties, and led away by 
crafty men, are willing to unite as Fre/bren, are zealous ty 


* 


act as Chr:/tians. 


- Now for our greater Encouragement in this work, ye 


may in the 

SIXTH and laſt place conſider that Comfort and 
Satisfaction, which a Perſon that acts impartial ly between 
the commands of his God, and the Dictates of his Conſci. 
ence, does in part find whe”. and ſhall more fully experi. 


ence hereafter, tho he miſſes thoſe advantages, which Flat 


terers and Temporizers may gain in this world. For if the 
Performance of good Actions fills men with Joy and Delight, 
certainly he ſhall have a more than ordinary ſhare of is, 
who has ſtood the Tryal in the moſt dangerous times, and 
oppos'd himfelf againſt the moſt violent Temptations. For 


to withſtand the Overtures of Intereſt and Honour, and van. 


quiſh the perverſe Inclinations of Intrigueing men, argues 


no inferior Degree of Virtue, and intitles a man to no mean 


reward. As the Enterprize was great, and the Danger un. 


common, ſo the Wages ſhall be proportionable, and the End 


Glorious. Rn 

If we look no farther than this world, I take the Reflecli. 
ons of a Man's mind upon a well ſpent life, and the Aſſi- 
rances of a good Conſcience in general, to be a great Encout- 
agement to his Actions, and no {mall comfort under his Sut 
3 : And in the caſe before us, when any Perſon has 
been employ'd in publick concerns, and not been born off 
from his Duty by any private Intereſt, the Reflection upon 

is paſt Services muſt be more pleaſing to himſelf, and the 


Applauſes of his Conſcience rapturous ang tranſporting. 


if 


i 


If perilous times ſhould ariſe, and God in his anger ſnouldſ·m 


give up à rebellious and diſobedient Nation, what inward 


Peace and Satisfaction muſt thoſe few good men have, who, 


like Moſes, have ſtood in the Gap, and endeavour to ſtop 
the torrent of n who by all ſuitable er 
have oppos d the modith and faſhionable Sins of the Age, 


and not baſely cring'd and truckled to men in Authority. 5 
Their preſent Comfort and Rejoycing is, that in an hone/# 


Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, they have had their Conver- 
ſation in this world, and not been carry'd away by Prejudice 
and Partiality, or influenc'd by the ill Examples of great men; 
That they have advanc'd no Principles deſtructive to the 
Conſtitution, nor encourag d any Practiſes offenſive to God; 
That they have neither unhing d the Government, or betray d 
the Church; neither flatter d their Superiors, or miſled their 
Brethren. | „„ 
Whatſoever, therefore, ſhall be the Fate of their native 
Country, and whatever Afflictions ſhall light upon the 
Church, they have made a timely Proviſion for themſelves, 
and ſecur d a Treaſure in another A7ngdom. As they have 
been famous for a bold and undaunted Profeſſion of their 
Faith, and appear'd openly in defence of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel before the Kings and Rulers of this World, ſo they ſhall 
be own'd by their great God and Saviour, and applauded by 
Saints and Angels in another. The great Maſter whom they 
ſerve is both able and willing to promote them, and the re- 
ward of their Service will 4 Goal compenſate their Dili- 
gence and Fidelity: It is not ſubject to caſualties, or encum- 
ber d with diſadvantages; not to be fought for with Flattery, 
or procur'd by Bribery ; but it is the effect of our Courage and 
Leal, and the Purchaſe ofa pure and undefil'd Conſcience. 
Wherefore, my Beloved Brethren, be je ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable in your holy Profeſſion. Slight the deceitful over- 
tures of this world , and embrace the more advantageous 
Propoſals of another: Serve a Maſter, who is truly ho- 
nourable, and purſue your real Intereſt by juſt and re- 
putable means. Place your ever ſion in Heaven againſt the 
troubleſome and vexatious Poſ/eſ/zons on Earth, and the cer- 
lain favour of your God againit the fickle Humours of a 
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1 Pofentates: Oppoſe Life and Immortality to- Dal s 
HDugrace, and a bright and triumphant Crown of Glory 
_ « dn and momentary Honours of this world: And he 

come to a juſt Notion'of what is truly great tad 
ar 06 and. know where to make your addreſſes fo 
Subſtantial»Breferments, | You: will abhor the mean &@ 
pliangts;/Mdpity.the mercenary tempers of dome l your 
ther 2 ou will contemn the Frowns of hauglty 
if Fings ſbould ariſe that know not Joſeph, vou wilkzow 
look be Negletts of ſuch an ungrateful Cour. Yori 


* 


carry your Eye beyond the dazling Greatneſs of rempota 
Honours, and your Courage will be. augmented, and youu 
225 enliven d by Ser e of Futurity- 
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